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o : 


2 e-Dau/mitted tous for our Information, by a 


Fe, Welwiſher to the Cauſe, who had 
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$ the Ads and Proceedings of the Aſſociate Synod... 
at Eiinburgh, in April 1747 (thoſe. we. reckon the 
ainſt a preſent Swearing; the religi-, 
ous Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs Oaths, they having been a Ma- 


| jority excluſive of Parties) are in the Prefs, and will 8 
„ Publiſhed with all poſhble Expedition; a 2 deſcending particu- 


larly into the State of the , berwixt them and the 
few who ſuſtained themſelves the Synod, * voted the, 


following Overture. 6x. Ry” 
« Whether the Deciſion anerit the ** Chub in 9 


ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, paſſed by this Synod, April 1746, 
* ſhall now or afterward, be made a. Term of Miniſterial 
and Chriſtian Communion, ay and untill the making of 
« the ſame to be ſo, ſhall be referred by way of Overture 
*© unto Presbyterys and Kirk Seſſions, in axder - to ther 

„giving their Judgement thereanent, that ſo there mag 
in the mean Time be a friendly Dealing among the. . 


Members of this Synod, with one ahether, in a way. 


« Conference and Prayer, in order to heir comming x 
« the Lord's Pity, to fee Eye to Bye, in the Matter ofthe > 


aid religious Clauſe, or Not? In Oppoſition to this 9 . 2 
ET: Queſtion, viz. * Proceed to call for the Reaſons.of Pro-* 


teſt and the Anſwers thereto, ſof having them read au 


confidered or Not?” ſeems very Superfluous ;- pool, 


regard the ſaid Pamphlet, hath in the mean Time, 8 
bee ade the Minds jo 
ſingle tho' well meaning Readers, againſt the very Rev 


and what not, without waiting upon a fair: hear 
| What they have to ſay for themſelyes, It cannot fully 
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condemned as ſinfull, in a thin MeetingatEdinhurgh April © 
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| 82 1746.” But it will appear in due Time. That as hat 
Meeting was before agreed on by both ſides, ſo there 
Vere re preſent the about two. * a the them 7 r 
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of what the Synod will ſoon make appear in its on Light. 
without ſtaying on what Obſervations might be made aan 
t the Title of what is called the true State of the Queſtion. 
The Revd. + Author thereof avers page 3d. That 
te religious Clauſe of the Burgeſs Oath, . was con- 


+ | Ritant, Members of Synod; that the Teſt were abſent at 
th Time was wholly owing to themſelves; Nor have 
the five Proteſters on that been able to make above 
tine moe poſitively for the Laufullneſs of that Oath be . | 
ae two Brethren, who were not then ordained andab- ||. 
dit Thelve Elders moſt ofwhamrare Burgeſſes, and confe- 1 
F | | quentlyare by Law reckoned Parties in the Aﬀair..,. is 
Our Author adds; That tliat Meeting ordained all 
- - * Who had Sirorn' that Clauſe to renounce it, &c, But 
ether this he the plain Trauth, will belt from the 
Words of the A &, whence this Inferrence is drawn, F 
© Then od; thin 7 whoare iI, 
© ah conce in 5 Oaths, be requir ed 
_— is doday 10 their ie into the Bond-for renewing, 
— n attend Conference with there 
* © hace. Seftons, for fignifyinp 4 Satisfaction with , |, 
ee Judgement bf the 'Synod, a-Senſe of the 
* Mikes they-bave bitherto,” thro? Inadvertenecy been 
-* under concerning ſuch Burgeſs Oaths:” Now, this be- 
+ jhg all that's fuld concerning it in the Synod's Sentence, | 
they muſt be more han ordinary ſharp- ſighted, who find 
| Appaiatiment har to renounce that Oath, or even a 
et for Proſecuting Reculants on that Head. © , 
be Revd. Authol: gives as z Reaſon, p. 4. why the þ|. 
pet Overture was put to a Vote, namely, that it was pro 
-- Hhiſed by the Moderator of the Meeting at Stirling in | 


z © Yeraber 1746; that it mould be firſt Voted; But beſides 
hat we have heardit denied, that ever there was ſuch a Pro- 
mise given by Authority of the Court: Thoſe who wered 'L 
N ink that Overturs both agreed and RG againſt it, | 
+ Becauſe it was irregularly thraſt in upon the Synod at 


felt, end has been all along irregularly puſhed unto the 
-. *tarhing them afide from the ir proper Buſineſs and Duty; 

And becauſe the Queſtion proceeds upon 9 f 

« ſappteſſing proper Light abovt the subject of the Que- 
fon to 6 bad 66 a Conſidt ration of the Reaſans of 
__ -. <4. Dilſent from the Sentence, in April 1746, and Anſyers | 
1 thereto by the Synod ; And becauſe the Queſtion ; I 
+. >. laid and calculate, for imopſing upon and perverting the © = 
fadgemenz of Members, ſecing the maniſeſt Scope there. \ 
eis toe ide Names and Pleggpre of Men in the Room“? 
o Truth and Duty upon this Ahair z, Aud becagſe this |) | 
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 «"\Qyeſtioh, is for introducing a finfull and dangerous in- 
" © *Enovation, of ſubjecting the lawful} Deciſion of Synod. 
upon a Controverſy 


Faith and Caſe of Conſcience, u 
« to the Conſultation of inferior: Judicatories, particulßſßſß | 
jj © Cirk Seffions: And becauſe an Afﬀirmative upon hes  . 1 
„ Queltfon muſt run upon a Tolleration Scheme, in 
I « Oppoſition to che Lord's word and erian Pract» {| 
© ples; by Judicially allowing of, at lcaſt for a "Time, 
1. the Swearing contradictory Oaths; Our pating 
« the publick Deſections and Corruptions of the: Day; | 
ir, « which we teſtify againſt; and the other condemning t 
( ſtteſe, as Grounds of the Lords Controverſy to be teſti- 
* fied againſt,” Sc. 1 > 4 n 9 
Our Author goes on, p. 5. in telling that *Ralls beng 
42 called and Votes marked, it carried by 20 Votes, That the - 
'\ 4 ' © Deciſion at Edinburgh, April 1747. mould not de a2 
: Term of Miniſterial or Chriſtian Communien,” Ce 
"'f According, to the Overture before quoted, he bath fadly 
= bemiſted his Reader, for before ever that "Overtwe cane 
to a Vote, Mr. Meoncrief Proteſted, that the ſaid Meet- 
_ * ing, was not, nor ought to be held and repute a due 
and lawfully conſtitute Meeting of the Afociate:Synod © 3 
\ | - _ ©In Tuw1s Sr: Becauſe, they are proceding pen 
„ 4 Reſolution, which ſuppreſſes proper Light upon the 
. _ © Subje& of the Queſtion, while many Members were - | 7 
never preſent at any judicial Examination theteof, and - 
* ſome have been complaining, that they are preclufed ©"? 
from neceſſary Acquaintance therewith z e 2 
* notwithſtanding of much inſiſting to the contrary," he 
* Members proteſting againſt the Sentance of Synod, in 
* April 1746, who are neceſſarly and direaly Parties upon 
the Queſtion, are ſuſtaining themſelves Judges for vote- 
. ing in it:“ In Which Proteſt Thirteen Miniſters and 
Tien Elders, agreed, and therefore did not vote at all; Be- 
ide, about Eight other Miniſters and ſome Elders did al- 
ſo proteſt againſt that firſt Queſtion being put to a Vote, 
or cauſed mark in the Minutes their Deſire of a Delay; 
So, that the Vote came out but of Nine Miniſters in hole, 
vis "iz Mr. Ebenezer Erfkine Mr. Ralph Erſtine, Mr. Fiſh- 
' e Mr. Horn, Me, Cara, Mr. Hee Erſkine,” Mr. 
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al, Mr. Andrew Thomſon, and Mr. Teſfer, and eleven 
+ „ as thnolt-wholy Burgeſſes, . 
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Hereupon Mr. 7 homas Mair as Moderator Þ 
Meeting of Synod, and who opened up this Meeting, and 
whoſe Tur it was by the conſtant Practice of Church 
catories, to Officiate as Moderator, either in caſe the 
bog 2 Moderator were abſent, or tefuſed to act, conſiſt- 

© ently 
1.5 — un: very Day, as the whole Members declared 
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as the caſe here, did (without any, Concert, 


in their firſt Meeting thereafter, read the following, De- 
claration and Proteſtation, via Whereas this Meeting of 
« Synod have now paſſed a Vote, and made a Reſolution 


upon the Affirmative of that Queſtion, which, has been 
inſiſted „ 8 in oppoſition to 3 proceeding unto the 


- -< Reaſons of Proteſt againſt the Sentance of Synod, in Ap. 


e and Caſe of:Conſcieiic 
 « preſent;CunBoverly, have been all along, at this Meet- 
ing 8 


„ and ful 


1746. wich the Anſwers to faid Reaſons ;. and conſider- 


ing the two Proteſtations which have been entred this 


Pay concetning that Affair; And conſidering that by 
the ſoreſaid Step, this Meeting of Synod have materielly 


dropt the whole Teſtimony among their Hands, allow- 


ing ol, at leaſt for a Time, a material Abjuration there- 


« of. And conſidering that beſide a conſiderable Number 


of | Elders, the de of Miniſters in this Meeting, 


ho are the proper Judges in a Controverſy of Faith 
ae, and who could be Judges in the 
dhe proper Buſineſs and Duty of the 
« Synod, in appottyon. to the contrary, Torrent: There- 


» fore-he deolared/and proteſted, that the lawfull Authority 
and Powergf te Aſſociate Synod. is devolved upon, and 


= 


'< moſt in a conſfitute Meeting of the ſoreſaid Members, 
„ Miniſters: and Elders, together with any other Mem- 
bers Who ſhall:cleave- unto them in a Way of confeſ- 
ag what ſinfull Steps and Compliances they have fallen 

ite upon this Occaſion. As likewiſe he declared and 
| « proteſted, that the forefaid Members, ought, in Duty, 
do tlie Lord and his Heritage, to take up, and exerciſe 
=. > 6 and Power of the Aſſociate Synod, lau- 

* y devolved upon them as above; and for 

this End to meet to Morrow at Ten of the Clock, For- 


<< noon in Mr. Gib Houſe that they may regularly en- 


ter upon, and proceed in the Buſineſs of the Synod,” - 
To this there was no. Return made by the voting 1 2 N 
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bers: Wherefore'Mr. Mair, and Thirteen other Miniſter d.. 
with Elevn Elders removed, as did Mr. Jam Mair the 7} 
Preſent Moderator, Mr. Smyton and Mr Paton went home 
- .without joyning either Side, tho Ons, if not both of w_ 
dave ſince declared for the Meeting, in Mr. Gi And 
Mr. Cleland, who was abſent on that Occaſion, came in 
* the ſecond Week of the Synod and joined the laſt mention 
| ed Meeting; 80 that here was no Seperation but a local 
removing from one Place to another; in both which” the 
- Synod, when altogether, had frequently Sitten. That he 
\ Þ' © Synod intended no Seperation is evident, 'amorigſt other 
| Circumſtances, from theſe following, viz Mr. Moncrief s 
Proteſt, to which ſo many, adhered, as hath been notited, 
* which proteſts againſt their Conſtitution only In 1H15— 
'|' STEP: And, 2ly From Mr. Mair's Declaration and Pro- 
.  teſfation, which the Synod homologate in theig very firſt 
Meeting thereafter, which © declares the lawfull Power 
ol the Synod to ly in a conſtitute Meeting of the ſore- 
«* faid Members, together with un) - other: Members who 
* ſhall cleave unto them, in 'a way of gonfeſſing, what 
| * ſinſul Steps and Compliances they ha ve fallen intu mqp- 
on this Occaſion:“ And accordingly Mr. Matthewimas 
. |" © One who, tho' he had never before taken part with.,gthe 
; ' honeſt Side, but on the contrary was partly led off bymthe ©, © 
other, was et (yithout the Intervention-of humane Help =_ 4 
' as he afterwards owned) conſtrained to join Tue with his 
| Brethren in Mr. Gi#s, and was receivedbytheSynod; As ' 
Mr. Jabn Erſkine (Who likewiſe was carried away by-the 
Difſſimulation of ſome, but hath fince, of his own.aggord 
acknowledged his Miſtake to hisCongregation) was alfoby 
"Þ his Presbytery, and ſo might the others if they had in- 
, | clined. Now if, as Rutherford ſays, Due Right," we, p. 
* 255. When the greateſ} part of a Chnrch maketh De- 
„„ fecdion from the Truth, the leſſer Part remaining ound. 
4 tte greateſt Part is che Chutch of Separatiſts. Though 
| the manieſt and greateſt part in the actual Exergiſe of | 4 
| © Diſcipline be the Church; yet in the caſe of right Di-. 
<< _* cipline, the beſt tho? ſeweſt, is the Church;“ how much 
„ more Warantably may it be faid, that thoſe who are for 
„ue Sentenre in Ap. 1746, (being both the greateſt part, 
aud cleaving tenaciouſly to the Cauſe aud Tetimony. ok 
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de Day laid down in the: A and ee an {ſte 
e Preibytery, and other Teſtimonies ſince amitted by 
— the only law full and right Conſtitute Aſſociate 


Oar Author's Suppoſition p. 6. that if his Queſtion had 
carried in the Affirmative the Synod had acoounted that Meet - 
- Ing exceeding lawfull, tho* very injurious js not in the 
| leaſt diſproved by their concern in electing the Moderator 
aud Clark; for there was other Buhneſs to come in be 
. - fore them, they did not concur in that Election allenarly. 


with a View to this Affair, nor was it the only Thing 
under Conſideration while together at that Meeting; Beſides 


tſttzßeir only Quatre l with the Lawfulneſs of the Conſtitution 
b of the Sy nod, reſſ Txus sr Ev, and thus they teſtifi- 
ed before the Vote, as we have r own. 
Alter a ſhort, and as is a already evidenced to be a ver 
vobſeure and partial State of the Difference, our Author 
gives what were, in his View, the Reaſons of what he calls 
the Synod's Sentence, tho' not the Deed of near one half 
” ofthe Members preſent: But as theſe Reaſons are ma- 
ally the fame with thoſe he gave in to the Synod a- 
punlt the Sentence in April. 1746, whereto very ſufficint 
Anſwers ate already net by the Synod, and are now 
the Preſs, and as any ſuitable An wer to the Reaſons lai 
down in that Pamphlet would neceſſarily oblige to an ex- 
© tending” this at more Length, than will conliſt with our 
' Conveniency ; And as what is Preſently expedient to he 
voticed thereanent may be taken upon in what follows, we 
forbear any Particular Return thereunto; and inſtead ther 
bf mall venture to ſum up a ſew Reaſons aſſigned by 
2 eren the firſt Overture before quoted; As, 5 
. The Synod coyld not, according to any due and law- 
mull Order, proceed unto any new Deciſion about the Sen- 
diene in April 1748, eſpecially in prejudice thergunto, 
Without firſt calling for, and conſidering the foreſaid Rea- 


ons and Anſwers; Becauſe othexwiſe it could not regular- ' 


-ly appear whether the Senteneg deſerved Alteration or 
Amendment and whether the Oppoſition made unto. i 
with the Reflections caſt upon it by the Proteſters, againſt 
| it is the foreſkid Queſtion, were reaſonable. or ht. 
2. 10 is efpecially-incumbent upon à Court of Chtiſt 
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Sentence in April 1746, in regard, while it finds the -_ ; 
ome 


Reverſe the sentence of the 8 
4 4 4 | , 
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to ſearch for, and much more to admit of all proper and 


5 neceſſary Light upon the Subject of a Queſtion to be de- « 


termined: But by going into the firſt Queſtion, ne g8y- 
nod did refuſe, ſupreſs; and exclude. proper -and-neceflary 
Light upon the Subject about which they were going to 
deſide. And thus manifeſt Injury was done to Truth, by 
refuſing to let it have a fair hearing, and by laying a Founs 
dation for having it condemned in the Dark, without the 
Benefit of its oun Light, for preventing ſuch Condemmation. 
Moreover thus Rejecting of the means of Light was con- 
trary to Scripture Precepts of judgeingrigteous Judgement, 
fearching aſter Knowledge, and walking in the Light, con- 


trary to a Dependance upon Scripture Promiſes of Light 


and Leading? As alſo contrary to the Example of Scrip- 
ture, Prayer for the Lord's ſending- forth his Light and 
Truth; more particulary, by the-above Procedure, the 
Oppoſers of the Synod's Sentence ſoteſaid, were xefuſing 
to come to the Light that their Deeds might be made 
3. The ſoreſaid Vote was a material reverſing of tibe 


fent Swearing by Seceders of the Religious Clauſe of 
Burgeſſes Oaths finful and inconſiſtent with the Bandfor.re- 


| newing our Covenants; and ordains ſeceding Buzgefles 


to attend Conference with their reſpective Seſſions, ſor 
ſignifying a ſatisfaction with the preſent Judgement of the 
Synod, Se. rer the Sentence this Year is manifeſtly laid 
ih immediate Oppoſition, at leaſt for a Time, unto the 
alledging of any Diſagrement or Inconſiſtency betwiæt a 
Burgeſs Oath in its religious Clauſe, and the Oath of the 
Bond for renewing our Covenants, ſo as Perſons engaged 
in ſuch "Burgeſs Oaths ſhould be taken no Account of on 


that Head: Accordingly the Reſolution foreſaid is ma-. 


nifeſtly laid for eximing all Perſons, at leaſt for a Time, 


ſtom being called to any Account, or any way quarrelled 


for any Oppoſition or walking contrary to the Sentence 
which Materially reverſes the ſame. 
4. The State to which theſe Brethren who are for the 


Oath have brought Matters, is very aſtoniſhing: -They*  _. 


would not allow, it to be put fairly arid openly to a Vote, 
— in April 1746; or not, 
Ihe decauſe 
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becauſe they ſaw they would have loſt part of their Num- 
A but did it under a Maſk, as already noticed, 
Now as th e Sentence in April 1746, are, both ſtanding 
in the Minutes, and as the One abjures what-the other A- 
vouches, the firſt finding that the Swearing the Religious 
Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs Oaths is inconſiſtett with, and 
contradictory to a Swearing the Bond for rene wing our 
Covenants; and the other, upon the Matter, determining 

- that, at leaſt for ſome Time, the conjunct Swearing of 
- theſe contradictory Oaths ought not to be oppoſed or quar- 
relled: This was indeed a dreadfull Affair, and no leſs 
ſurpriſing than for a Fountain to ſend forth ſweat Waters 
and bitter both at the fame Time. hart | 
-*5- The Reference made of the Affiair by the foreſaid 
Reſolution unto inferior Judicatories, partieularly Kirk- 
_ Selions, as it was never moved before the Sentence in A- 
pril 1946; ſo it ſeems to be a ſtep inconſiſtent with the 
Practice of the Synod at Jeru/alem, who, as is Recorded, 
Ale fifteen cognoſced and determined the Matter that 
was brought before them without making any ſuch Reſer- 
once and is ſubverſive of our Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 3 1. 
geft. 3. It belongeth to Synod's and Councils Mini- 
+ ſerially to determine Controverſies of Faith and Caſes of 
Conſcience ;?? and of Presbyterian Order in the Houſe of 

_ God, which is to regulate the Inferior by the Superior 

Courts, and to reſerve to every Court the Cognizance of 

_ that only which is proper and competent to them. 
g. The above Vote was carried in a Way moſt unfair 
a4 unreaſonably, which was calculate for impoſing upon, 

_* andperverting the Judgement of Members and others in 
the Caſe : For, (1) Tho' this Vote reverſes the Sentence 
in April 1746, materially, yet they would by no Means 
allow it ta be expreſsly brought into Queſtion, but keept 
in the Dark for making ſure their Party. (2) Theſe Vo- 


© -rers made a great Out- cry about Depoſitions and Excom- 
munications, as if the Synod could hardly been got re - 


ſtrained from doing fo with their Brethren, while Ne ver- 


theleſs there was no real Occaſion for that Noiſe; but on 


the contrary the Synod declared themſelves for all the 
Fractical Forbearances toward their Brethren in the Mat- 
ter that could conliſt with the common Rules of Religion: 
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 Howeverthe Noiſe about reſtraining from Depoſitions and 
oy | Excommunications went ſtill on, and x Point of real In- 
jury to Truth was dreſſed. up as only a Point of FTender- 
| *= neſs and due Regard to Fathers and Brethren. - (3.) The 
| faid Reſolution or Vote was laid under a Pretence of ne- 
| ceſſary Regard to Barrier Acts, Annis 1639. and 164 1, 
oj about conſulting Presbyteries and Kirk-Seſhons, while yet 
the Anſwers to the Reaſons of Diſſent ſhew. that theſe 
Acts concern Novations in Diſcipline and Church. Go- 
vernment, which the preſent Caſe does not, and that a 
er, Synod being compoſed of all the Miniſters in the Bounds, 
| and a Ruling Elder from every Sefton, there is no ſuch 
Reaſon for a reference from them as from the General 
| Aſſembly, which is a delegated Court compoſed not of a+ 
, z dove a fifth part-of the Conſtituent Members. (4.);Seyen ” 
E Miniſters and one Elder who were Proteſters againſt the 
1 Sentence, and who could. have no real Title to Vote in the 
Queſtion were, as was obſerved, violently Suſtaining them- 
5 -ſelves Judges for Voting in it over the Belly of great Op- 
N poſition. (5.) The. Majority of Minifters-preſent, wWbo 
| g 
are the proper Judges in a Controverſy of Faith and Caſe 
of Conſcience, and who were not Parties in the Matter, 
| together with a good Number of Elders, were under Pro- 
; | * teſtation thereagainſt and others had as we alſo noticed, 
: cauſed mark their Deſire of a Delay, And. (6.) The Vote 
y came out but of Nine Miniſters and Eleven Elders, for 
| the Reſolution who made up few more than a third part 
oſ the Members preſent, of whom thirteen Miniſters and 
Ten Elders were under Proteſtation, - againſt putting | 
1 the Vote. Lik wiſe of the {aid Voters, Six Miniſters and 
one Elder were Parties, who had no Right to Vote; and 
of the other three Miniſters, one had never been in Synod 
before, and another had never been preſent at any judici- 
| al Examination of the Subject in Queſtion, as was the Caſe' 
| alſo with the Elders. | | oh 
Thus was the Matter carried by a Multiplicity of fad + 
| Diſorders, and by ſuch Procedure the prevailing Party, 
did openly contradict the Duty, prevent the Buſincſs, ov- 
= » exrturg the whole Order, and unhinge the Conſlituion, f 
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. concludes; , 
Vith putting ſome Queſtions arailing from the whole to his 
| Readers: And altho' we are convinced of our inſufficieney 
for anſwering theſe to dur Purpoſe, yet we hope to be 
\ excuſed ſor preſuming to conclude alſo, with what we do 
with dender, conceive a ſuffcient n thereto i in 
"»* Queſt. I. ave t not. ſeperate us, ber we un. 
NF 1 to Hold Gommunian 25 2 fron wt | 
+ Hf. The Aſſociate Synod have not mltively 0 
5 — lrom their Brethren who are for the lawfallneſs of the 
> Burgeſs-Oath ;'But have only withdrawn from them in this 
Sies; and that not for their voting to hold Communion = 
with them, but ſor their ſuppreſing proper Light in the 
.- - Queſtion, allowing a Swearing contradictory - Oaths, ** is 
3 I. their Reaſons formerly —_ A. > 4 | 
2. I nat this unreaſonable & ation Breach 0 x 
> She Oath of the Covenant ? 2 Fe 1 | = J 
1 We conceive not : 8 Je alledged Se- | 
e 08 is denied. This ſame Author admits p., 4. That 
Mone, and Mr. Thomas Mair were for ſhifting a 


does about making: this Matter a Term af Communion; 
1 dad, p 1% be alſo grants that moſt of the Brethren on 
[- >= -th&appoſite fide frequently declared, that they did not in- 
tend making it a Term of Communion. If this Author 
| and his Brethren have, by tbeir-puſhing ſaid Vote, 
| behaLink as above, brought the Matter to be a Term 
Communmion now, they have themſelves to blame: For it 
Vill not be denied that on the very Day they Separate tlie 
. againſt the Oath moved, that it might firſt be agre- 
on, whether the Swearing of that Oath. be a Matter of 
b. And, (Ca.) The Oath of the Covenant binds » - 
| = 55 wen only to Unity with their Brethren in the Truth: 
Wþ_. : + But fromwhat is above, and will much better appear 
? 5 tom the Proceedings of Synod, the Union fought for their 
1  [fthereBiethrenis eee ſubordin- 
8 ; ateStandards, and the Actand Teſtimony, and would involve 
them in Deſection from attained to Reformation's Yea, b; . 
the ſame Argument the Plea of the eſtabliſhed Church, a- :9) . ' F-- 
gainſt the Whole Miniſters who ſeceded from them, u Il! 
Ren $908, namely, m 35 by * Fen he, — 
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| RED Church hive violated their e a" 
by breaking that Unity which they ſwore to mantain, 


% 4 
© while yet all our ſeceding Miniſters explained it of Union © | 
TE - = the Centre and of Peace-cemented' with Truth ©. | 
\F, . While they refuſe to ſuffer their Deciſion to um 
9 — xamination of Preshyteries and Seſſions; tits not this * \ 
cor of inplicete Faith, and ir it not contrary to Berri: 


Act 1639, 1641, em n Chap. es 
Sett. 4. 


15 Af. As there was no Reference made about n 
e, our Covenants though plainly in a Matter of far_ greater Xo 
19 Importance than the preſent; So there was riever ne 
Word of Referring the preſent Queſtion einher, till aer 
we Sentence in April 1946, when it was thought a 
popular Topick, and great Noiſe hath been made D | 
 4incethat Time: When this Revd# Author ſhall ewa 
Warrant or Precedent for referring from a Synod to Pres- 
byteries, and Kirk-Sefſions in a Matter oſ Faich and Caſe” 
of Conſcience after a Synod have judicialiy 3 4 
- . - therein, it will then be Time enough to give a further 2 
Aaſwer to this Queſtion: What he aduces the Confei. 
E ſion ſor is no ways Satisfying ; ſor as Synode and Oou¹⁰jE¶,ã 
* may Err, much more may Seſſions and Preabyteries s Yea,” | 
| tte Vindicators of the:Burgeſs Oath alfo, ſeeing theilt d.,. 


1 
. 
* * 
— * 


ing ſo hath remarkably led them into a vindicating that 2 
very Settlement in the Eſtabliſhed Church which, togeth.« oy 
4 er with their Brethren, they formerly teſtified N 


againſt; - 
I not their way a material Suſpencion or Depoſition "4 
| | of all their Brethren, Miniſters and Elders?. , 

5 Anſ. We leave to the Reverend Synod to ſhow: what 
$ is their Way towards their Brethren on the ſide of tile 
A Oath. But if, as we are, informed,” the Synod be able 0 
. make appear, that their Brethren are chargeable with ſu gg. 
1 preſling and refuſing Light, giving Alowance to ſwear c 
4 badicdo Oaths, departing 5 the Teſtimony againſt te 
Euils and Defects in the Revolution and Union Scttlemerits, by 
perverting the Power which the Lord Jeſus hath given -- 
them, and introducing Anarchy and confuſion into the 
Church, it will be z wonder (tho* we do not wiſh-'to ſ&e' 
e -Occafion/for it) if the Synod do not only materially, but 
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3 BS expreſily fuſpend or Depoſs their tos of: 
9 fending Brethren. © 5 
2. How will they prove, as 3 the 6 

2 1 1747 is @ dropping or abjuring of th q 
. ny \ I XZ 
| Aa. The Aſſociate Synod have no where, that we 5 
know of, affirmed, that their Brethren have objured the . 
Teſtimony But if the Bond of the Covenant, and the Bur- | 
gels Oath, be two oppoſite and contradictory to one an 
other: If the Proſeſſion of Religi igion which is made by the 4 
eſtabliſhed Church, and is Authoriſed by the Laws of N 
this Realm in the Revolution and Union Settlements, is. 
the Profeſſion of Religion Sworn unto in the faid Oath: | 
4 And if this Profeſhon and Settlement is a differrent Pro- 157 
ſeſlion of Religion from that Profeſſion which. is made by + | » 

- thoſe who adopt the preſent Teſtimony for Religion and 
- Reformation, — who come under the Bond for renewing f 
f our Solemn Covenants: mere particulary if the Proſeſ. 
ion Sworn unto in the Burgeſs Oath be a Profeſſion which | 
takes up only with a Part of the Teſtimony - of the Day, | 
under the Name of the whole, If it overlooks the Refor- * 
mation attained bet wit the 1638 and 1649, if it oniits a- | 
vouching the alone Headſhip of our Lord Jeſus. Chrift in | 
--andover his Church, the intrinſick: Power of the Church, 
the Divine Right of Presbytery and the inviolable Ob- 
ligation. of our Covenants; and if that Profeiſion involves 
us in t our Conſent to the Eſtabliſhment of Epiſcop- Y | 

acy in England, all which every Miniſter in the Seceſſion 
„hase — then, How can we poſſibly reckon otherwiſe, 
But that the allowing Seceding Burgefſes, in the mean 
Dime to Swear theſe. contradictory Oaths is allowing them 
materially to perjure themſelves, and objure the Teſtimo- 
ny thus Sworn to againſt the Profeſſion and Settlement in 

- the eſtabliſhed Church ?- 

Qs. How ſuch @ way of Deing will ſtand the Trial of | 
ile Ward of God, the Trikund of God, or get of thei erer. PEAT | 
tis World? © oa 
Au. The Word of God forbids the taking ”% Lords 1A 
Res in vain, a Swearing falſe, contadictery Oaths, 252 
— and not holding faſtthe Teſtimony . (0, c. 


* Ie ce a preſent Wen the religious 
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Clauſeofſome Burgeſs Oaths, being culpable in all the above 
mentioned, and other Reſpects as is wy made appear 
in a Pamphlet already publiſhed, and will further Appear 
from the Synods Proceeding, is a Step which we have 
not the leaſt doubt of ſtanding the Trial of the Lord's 
Word : But as the Men of the World, except a very few 
are willingly ignorant of the State of the Teſtimony, and 
acting inconſiſtent therewith, we can no more ſubmit this 
Affair to their Verdict, than we can ſabmit the judging 
of Colours to a blind Man. | 
Q. 7. Whether theſe 'who join them in this Way, do 
not partake with them in Breach of Covenant ? | 
Ai. As the Miniſters who have condemned a preſent 
Swearing the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs Oaths, are in ſo 
doing acting a Part moſt conſiſtent with, and indiſpenſably 
» boundon them, by the Covenants, and have in nothing 
that we know of reccided from the Teſtemony eſpouſed; 
> but all (human Frailties 3 endeavouring faithſul- 
ly to fulſi their Miniſtry, we are fure our not joining with 
them as the Lord gives Acceſs in Providence, would be 
ſo far from freeing us of partaking with them in Breach 
of Covenant; that it would be à ruſhing on certain 
Perjury. | ; 
To conclude, it is no leſs grieving than aſtoniſhing, to 
ſee Our Author who has Sworn to ſtrengthen his Brethrens 
Hands, and endeavour to preſerve Unity betwixt thern 
and their Congregations, durſt barefacedly kything a fond- 


gels for renting them a aſunder. Buthowever actixe He 


and ſome others are to ęffectuate and bring about this, by 
ſpreading theircalumnious Miſſives thro? different Corners 
of the Land, yet as no Weapon formed againſt Zion 
(however gilded and patronized by old Fathers) ſhall proſ- 
per ſo we deſire to acknowledge to the Lord's Praiſe, that 
Providence that hath hitherto been exerciſed in keeping 
his faithfull Miniſters and People, from theſinſullneſs of faid 
© - Oath, ſo united as they are, and concerning them we Truſt 
pear more evident, that The Xighteonifha!! 


==. wax ſtronger and ſtronger. 

GCLASGOH, May | 

19th 1747. 1 
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